This Civil War letter was written by Norton William Campbell (1835-1868), a 
carpenter from Duquoin, Perry county, Illinois, who entered the service as a 
sergeant on 20 April 1861 at DuQuoin, Illinois, to serve three month in Co. G, 
12th Illinois Infantry. After this brief stint, he reenlisted on 1 August 1861 to 
serve three years in the same company and regiment (the “1st Scotch 
Regiment”). At the time of his enlistment, he was described as 26 years old, 
standing 5 feet 7 inches tall, with brown hair, blue eyes, and a dark 
complexion—a native of New York State. In the 1850 US Census, 16 year-old 
Norton was enumerated in the farm household of William Campbell (1806- 
1874) and Catharine Wilson (1808-1886) of Pinckney, Lewis county, New 
York. | can’t find a biographical sketch or obituary for Norton to confirm if 
these were his parents or not; his war letters mention only his mother and 
state that she was living in Sauk county, Wisconsin, in 1861. By the time of 
the 1860 US Census, Norton had relocated to Perry county, Illinois, where he 
was enumerated in a boarding house and working as a carpenter. 


The Chicago Daily Tribune of 17 April 1862 lists Sergt. Norton Campbell as 
one of fifteen members of Co. G being wounded in the Battle of Shiloh. In 
that same newspaper article, Joel Grant (1816-1873), the chaplain of the 
12th Illinois reported that, “Most of the losses [to the regiment] occurred the 
first day. The first attack upon us was made by a large force of rebels, whom, 
as we viewed them through the timber, we thought might be our own troops. 
While we were endeavoring to satisfy ourselves on this point, they poured a 
deadly volley upon us, that dispelled our delusion, and brought us at once 
into the realities of war.” 

Indeed, Norton’s was wounded wounded at Shiloh but it must have been a 
mere flesh wound: “The wound | got at Pittsburg has got well but it leaves a 
nice scar.” He also informs us in that same letters that following the Battle of 
Shiloh, he was in command of his company because all of the commissioned 
officers were either wounded or sick. 


Norton wrote to his friend, Sarah Ann Rinehart (1843-1879), the daughter of 
Samuel Rinehart (1820-1899) and Harriet Eunice Reed (1823-1849) of 
Louisville, Clay county, Illinois. We learn from Norton’s letters that four years 
previous to the war, he and Sarah—who would have only been about 14 at 
the time—had a relationship but that it grew distant when he moved away. 
Clearly he was attempting to rekindle that relationship when he began to 
write her while in the service. We don’t have any of Sarah’s letter to Norton 
SO we Can only surmise from the content of Norton’s letters that she doubted 
his sincerity from the beginning of their war-time correspondence and only 
grew more and more convinced that he was either not the love of her life, or 
that she was unwilling to wait longer for the war to end before taking a 
husband. Though subsequent letters were probably exchanged between 
them, Sarah Ann chose to marry John Wesley Young (1845-1879) in Clay 
county, Illinois, on 22 February 1863. The Youngs lived in Clay County, 


Illinois, where John labored as a farmer until 1870 when they moved to 
Independence county, Arkansas. They had several children all of whom (at 
least five) died as infants. Sarah died on 16 February 1879 giving birth to her 
sixth child, Thomas Jefferson Young (1879-1946). Two days later, Sarah’s 
husband died and the orphaned child was raised by his uncle Joseph Henry 
Young. 


This CDV was found in the Library of Congress (what a stroke of luck!). It 
shows Norton wearing the Tam o’Shanter style cap of the 12th Illinois 
Infantry. He has signed the verso indicating his rank as Captain in the 110th 
USCT. He was discharged from the 12th Illinois to accept a commission as 
Captain of Co. F, 110th USCT (formerly the 2nd Alabama Colored Infantry) 
late in 1863. 


TRANSCRIPTION 


Camp Defiance 
Cairo, Illinois 
July 29, 1861 


Dear Sarah R., 


| arrived in camp the 26th and everything was exciting for they look every 
day for an attack on Cairo and Birds Point. There is fifteen thousand 
secessionists within 15 miles of Birds Point and there is only five thousand 
troops in Cairo at this time but we are ready and willing to try them. They 
may not make the attack just now but we have good reason to believe they 
will soon. There will be more troops here in a few days. 


We had quite an accident on the Illinois Central Railroad the day | came to 
Cairo. Two passenger trains run off the track. One tipped over and was torn 
all to pieces. The other was not broke up so bad. There was about 60 of our 
men in the one that was broke up the worst. | had just stepped out of the car 
on the platform of the other car not more than a minute before the car upset 
but there was no one killed but some badly bruised. It was the greatest 
wonder in the world that half of them was not killed. It was about 60 miles 
from Cairo. 


Sarah, | received your letter and your likeness and | thank you a thousand 
times for it. | have it on my bosom and will wear it there for your sake. 
Whether we shall ever see each other again or not, | cannot tell. When | was 
there with you, | could not think of half | wanted to say to you and | was sorry 
that | could not stay longer with you but | was happy while | was there but | 
can’t say that | am now. But | will try and enjoy myself the nest | can and if | 
am spared till this war is over, | will see you again and make a longer visit. 


Please give my respects to Mr. & Mrs. Hebble and those other folks—! forget 
their names, and try to enjoy yourself the best you can. You have got such a 
good place to stay at that you can’t help but be contented. | think Mrs. 
Hebble is such a good, pleasant woman. It seemed like home to me. You 
must be good to her for | Know she is good to you. 


But | must close for this time. | can’t hardly write here, the boys make so 
much fuss in the camp. But | will write soon again and hope to hear from you 


soon. So God bless you. No more this time. From your own, — Norti W. 
Campbell 


Camp Defiance, Cairo, Ill., 12th Regt., Company G, in care of Capt, C. H. 
Brookings 


